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The Papers of James Madison. I. 16 March 1751-16 December 1779; It 20 March 
1780-23 February 1781. Edited by WILLIAM T. HuTcmsoN and WILLIAM M. 
E. RACHAL. Chicago: University of Chicago Press [Toronto: University of 
Toronto Press]. 1962. Pp. xlii, 344; xx, 344, illus. $9.00 per volume. 

THESE ARE THE FIRST of an extensive number of volumes being published with 
the avowed intention of printing "all extant writings of Madison which appear to 
have been wholly or in large degree the product of his mind." The talents, 
indus­try, erudition, and sophisticated historical skills of the editors are 
exceptional. and are eminently yet not intrusively displayed. It is an excellent 
performance on very difficult and tricky terrain. Everyone seriously interested in 
early American history-or in coming to grips with one of the very best minds 
among American leaders-should subscribe forthwith to the series. One assumes 
that any library worthy of the name has already done so. 

Early volumes of the collected papers of famous men often meet a paradoxical 
reception. The excitement over their publication is not followed by any similar 
involvement in their contents. In libraries, for example, they are often found in 
almost mint condition. A good many items are often missing or mutilated, and 
there is a propensity to jump into such collections at the place where it is known 
that the subject had an impact upon his environment. This latter tendency 
remains true, revealingly enough, even in this age of recruiting psychology 
as a drill sergeant for historical interpretation. 



  

           
              

             
               

               
            
              

                
             
         

        
            

            
             

               
             
            

          
               

             
              

             
            
            

               
           

             
             

            
             

           
            

             
            
             

            
             

            
            

              
               

             
              

            
         

             
              

              
             

              
              






